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P A R T   0 1

The decision in brief

No. A change in response leadership does not by itself establish environmental closure. EPA’s Toledo
glycidyl methacrylate response record describes a late-October transition to Ohio EPA oversight and
pending data review. Reoccupancy, sampled air conditions, and final cleanup status answer different
questions and must retain their separate scope.

Publication date: November 4, 2026. Historical event dates are identified separately. This PDF and the article use
the same structured source selection and findings.

P A R T   0 2

Executive summary

EPA response site 17475 concerns a glycidyl methacrylate, or GMA, release at the MC Tank Terminal
facility in Toledo. The record reports an October 24 facility reoccupancy decision based on a safety
plan and an October 27 transition to Ohio EPA-led cleanup oversight. Neither entry says every
environmental question has been resolved. [S01]

The October 30 update describes 109 air samples and continuing quality review, alongside mobile
monitoring findings at extremely low levels below reporting and screening thresholds. The decision
outcome is “response milestones documented; final environmental closure not established by the
reviewed sources.” A low result is not a universal zero-exposure finding. [S01]

P A R T   0 3

Define which clearance you mean

The subject is an industrial response record, identified by EPA site 17475 and NRC report 1476641. The
objective is to understand which decisions the public record supports, not to assess an individual’s
health or certify a property. No private medical records, property inspection, or laboratory reanalysis
forms part of this packet. [S01]

A facility reentry decision has a particular purpose. Neighborhood air sampling has another. Cleanup
oversight, final analytical validation, and any eventual closure determination can involve still
different boundaries. Before asking whether a site is “safe,” specify the place, activity, time period,
and authority whose decision is needed.

P A R T   0 4

A source-linked response chronology

DATE PUBLIC RECORD WHAT REMAINS SEPARATE

October 24, 2026 Toledo Fire Department clears the facility
safety plan for reoccupancy

Not a final conclusion about every
environmental medium or neighboring
property. [S01]
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DATE PUBLIC RECORD WHAT REMAINS SEPARATE

October 27, 2026 EPA describes ending federal air monitoring
and Ohio EPA taking cleanup lead

A response transition, not a closure
certificate. [S01]

October 28, 2026 City page carries an October 27 update Preserve both the page date and its stated
update time. [S02]

October 30, 2026 EPA summarizes monitoring and pending
quality review

Final validated results and the project
report remain follow-up evidence. [S01]

P A R T   0 5

Read changing updates without flattening them

Outcome: monitoring observations supported within their stated scope. EPA describes continuous
monitoring at 12 locations during October 21–27 and mobile TAGA monitoring during October 23–26.
Those windows and methods should travel with any summary of the results. [S01]

A city update describing continuing monitoring and a later federal update describing its end need not
conflict: they can describe different moments. Likewise, a very low detection and “no detections since
the last update” can both be accurate. Compare the sampling interval, instrument, reporting
threshold, and publication time before calling records inconsistent. [S01] [S02]

Outcome: final data validation not established in this packet. Preliminary observations should remain
labeled preliminary when that qualification appears in the source. The absence of a reviewed closure
document is an evidence gap, not proof that cleanup failed or that harm occurred.

P A R T   0 6

A clearance claim decision tree

1 .   D O E S   T H E   C L A I M E D   C L E A R A N C E   I D E N T I F Y   A N   A U T H O R I T Y ,   S C O P E ,   A N D   D A T E ?

• If established: Record the exact activity and area it addresses.

• If unresolved: Replace the broad claim with an unresolved question about the required decision.

2 .   D O   T H E   C I T E D   R E S U L T S   C O V E R   T H E   R E L E V A N T   L O C A T I O N   A N D   T I M E ?

• If established: Carry the sampling method, thresholds, and validation status into the finding.

• If unresolved: Do not generalize from a different location, interval, or preliminary dataset.

3 .   I S   A   F I N A L   D E T E R M I N A T I O N   A V A I L A B L E   F O R   T H E   I N T E N D E D   D E C I S I O N ?

• If established: Preserve its conditions and limits alongside the supporting data.

• If unresolved: Keep the decision open and seek the appropriate final record.
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P A R T   0 7

Build an environmental-response dossier

Create a matter keyed to the EPA site identifier. Save successive public updates with their retrieval
times and maintain the earlier captures. Add separate questions for reoccupancy, air monitoring,
cleanup oversight, and final data review. Do not merge them into one “cleared” status.

Create timeline entries from each dated update, quoting only the necessary action and linking to its
source anchor. Add a comparison table for location, method, observation window, threshold, and
final-versus-preliminary status. Before exporting, check that the executive summary is no broader
than the rows beneath it. This article demonstrates the method without a live Dossier investigation or
environmental certification.

P A R T   0 8

The next records to obtain

Seek the final quality-reviewed analytical dataset, the TAGA project report, and subsequent Ohio EPA
cleanup records relevant to the stated decision. A qualified environmental reviewer should determine
whether other media or investigation work are necessary; the blog does not prescribe a site
assessment from an air-monitoring page alone.

P A R T   0 9

Questions readers ask

D O E S   “ B E L O W   A   S C R E E N I N G   L E V E L ”   M E A N   N O   S U B S T A N C E   W A S   P R E S E N T ?

No. Detection, reporting, and screening thresholds describe different things. Preserve the source’s
exact characterization. [S01]

D O E S   O H I O   E P A   T A K I N G   T H E   L E A D   M E A N   C L E A N U P   W A S   C O M P L E T E ?

No. The update describes a transition in oversight, while later reporting still discusses data review.
[S01]

C A N   T H I S   A R T I C L E   D E T E R M I N E   W H E T H E R   S O M E O N E   S H O U L D   R E T U R N   T O   A   L O C A T I O N ?

No. Follow current instructions from the responsible authorities and qualified professionals for that
specific location and activity.
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P A R T   1 0

Linked source register

Titles with a recorded URL link to that source. Entries without a URL identify retained material but do not open an
original file. For any court or business record being used in litigation, obtain a certified copy directly from the clerk or
filing authority and preserve the retrieval date.

S01 EPA Toledo GMA response profile
Incident response updates. Anchor: Site 17475; October 24, 27, and 30 updates. Time- and location-bounded response reporting; not a blanket
environmental closure determination. · retrieved 2026-11-04

S02 MC Tank Terminal chemical release cleanup underway
Local government response update. Anchor: Page dated October 28; stated last update October 27, 6:56 p.m.; Current Status. Retains an earlier update
window than the October 30 federal summary. The original October 21 URL redirects here. · retrieved 2026-11-04
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https://response.epa.gov/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=17475
https://toledo.oh.gov/news/2026/10/28/hazmat-evacuation-in-north-toledo
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